Congress of the United States
Washmgton, AC 20515

July 16, 2018

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you are aware, it is the authority of the President of the United States to award the
nation’s highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. The President historically
bestows this honor to men and women who have made especially meritorious contributions to
the security and safety of his or her fellow citizens.

As Senators and Representatives of the State of Maryland, we urge you to consider
Wendi Winters for this great distinction. As you may know, Wendi was among the five victims
who lost their lives in the mass shooting at the Capital Gazette newsroom on June 28, 2018, in
Annapolis, Maryland. According to eyewitness accounts from survivors, Wendi armed herself
with the closest weapons at hand — her trash and recycling bins — and charged the shooter,
shouting for him to stop. It is believed that Wendi’s actions distracted the shooter enough to
enable several of her coworkers to escape.

In addition to dedicating her career to the betterment of her community, Wendi’s family
is rooted in military tradition. She was the daughter of a Naval Academy graduate and the
mother of three Navy officers. She sponsored numerous midshipman over the years. A Girl
Scout leader, she also volunteered with the Red Cross and as a youth adviser at her church.

Previous Presidents have awarded the Medal of Freedom posthumously on dozens of
occasions and we believe Wendi is a hero deserving of the same. She died not only protecting
her colleagues, but in defense of the First Amendment.

Again, we enthusiastically recommend Wendi Winters for the Presidential Medal of
Freedom and we look forward to your expeditious response.

Sincerely,
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Benjamin L. Cardin Chris Van Hollen

U.S. Senator

U.S. Senator
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C.A. Dutch Ruppersbérger
Member of Congress
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John K. Delaney
Member of Congress
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Elijah EY Cummings
Member of Congress
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Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress




